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A Message
from The President of Rotary International

1967-68

Make your
Rotary membership
effective

« Get personally involved in Rotary

s Exercise leadership by being successful in your
own business or profession

« Be loyal to your own community and nation and
serve them wherever possible

« Keep informed and develop an understanding of
the problems of peoples of other nations

A

Luther H. Hodges
President
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WILL EVERY ROTARIAN OF DISTRICT 365—
PLEASE ACCEPT THIS AS A PERSONAL
MESSAGE TO EACH FROM MY HEART—

ARIGATO ARIGATO ARIGATO

YOU HAVE MADE OUR VISIT TO YOUR GREAT
COUNTRY BOTH ENJOYABLE AND EDUCA-
TIONAL. WE ARRIVED AS STRANGERS—WE
DEPART AS FRIENDS.

I especially desire to thank District General Chairman, Kiyoshi Kinugawa, and each and every
Area Chairman, Michio Sakai, Zenpachi Hirota, Yajiro Ikari, Mikizo Tomoda, Zenzo Yamaguchi,
Jiichi Kato.—Each and Every Club President, and Rotarians who gave of their time and effort to
make our visit with them both pleasant and education. What a wonderful experience to remember.
I would like for each Club President to please extend my thanks to his members. We have been ac-
cepted by you — and what more can one ask —?

TO A GREAT LEADER — Dedicated Rotarian, and A Warm Hearted Gentleman — Governor
Dr. Ko Hirasawa. If I had only had the opportunity to know, visit, and associate with him alone
it would have been worth a trip across the sea. I will forever carry in my heart a statement he made
to me — “Bill, Book knowledge and other knowledge is minor to understanding and love between
people - unless we have this nothing matters™. I wish that his could be in every man’s heart.

This is primaly a Rotary Foundation Project among our young men — Leaders of our countries
of tomorrow. 1 know from observation and personal experiences the spirit of the program has extended
to older Rotarians. We too desire to preserve the future.

So—S5a Yo Na Ra~in Body ~ but not in thoughts and feeling—1 am leaving for home with a
light heart—knowing I have hundreds of new made—and I hope permanent friends— who all desire
to increase Peace, Goodwill, and Love between all men of the world.

SO LET'S LOOK AT THE CHALLENGE OF TOMORROW—-TO HELP CREATE A WORLD
WHERE ORDER, SERVICE TO HUMANITY, AND PEACE PREVAIL—

“FOR YESTERDAY IS BUT A DREAM AND TOMORROW IS ONLY A VISION; BUT
TODAY WELL LIVED MAKES EVERY YESTERDAY A DREAM OF HAPPINESS AND EVERY
TOMORROW A VISION OF HOPE— HOPE OF UNDERSTANDING, PEACE AND LOVE BETWEEN
ALL MEN.

THANKS THANKS THANKS THANKS

—

AL

e

Bill Rogers
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Ko Hirasawa 6 June 1968
Governor,

District 365 Rotary International

Kyoto, Japan

Dear Friend Ko :

1 am at home again, safe and well and gradually getting back into my work routine ; this is
somewhat difficult after such a wonderful eight weeks of association and entertainment among so gra-
cious and gentle people as are your countrymen. There seemed to me to be a happiness of heart in all
whom I met ; and this is the way 1 will remember you always.

The young men of my Group Study Team are now involved in speaking to clubs of our district
and each one is singing praise for the hospitality of your homes and the personal warmth of your
people, Rotarians, in their efforts to make all of us feel a part of your lives. We are truly so grateful.

On last Saturday at our District Assembly meeting in Carmel-By-The-Sea I reported to Gover-
nor Alan Christensen and to the past governors of District 522 on our visit with you and your District
365. They are each and all very much enthused about this Rotary Program and regretted to hear from
in-coming Governor Grim that Rotary International as of now does not plan to permit our District to
participate again this coming year. Most of us held some hope of the possibility of continuing the
program on the district level during any year when R.1., does not see fit to sponsor but this hope is of
course definitely in the embryo stage. I do feel that our new governor shows evidence of being inter-
nationally minded which I hope will prove true.

I must tell you that our Madera Club acted unanimously in accepting the invitation of your
Kyoto East Club through President Inouye to become Sister Clubs; both the present Board of Directors,
in a called meeting and the in-coming Board of Directors (verbally) have approved this relationship
between our clubs. It has been suggested that you and I be given the privilege of carrying on this
relationship with a hope that a definite project or projects will be found and adopted between us. 1
have observed in the past so often Sister Club Pacts or Matched District Pacts exist almost exclusively
on paper ; you and I, given the opportunity, will change this. Our Club President, Truman Parker
will be replying to your Club President Inouye very soon and I have asked for a copy of his letter
which 1 will forward to you.

Rotarian John S. Kikawada of the Sakai Rotary Club is planning to lead a group of sixteen of
your young students on a three week tour to our country —specifically to California, for the purpose
of experiencing and learning our home life. I will try to have them as guests for a day or two of
Rotarians of Madera and if this happens we will hope to show them local sights and our beautiful
Yosemite Park.

You will remember a discussion between yourself, our Study Team and myself of the possibility
of certain college students coming here to study conversational English in one of our colleges. In line
with this T wrote letters to the Nara Club and the Otsu Club Presidents but have not received any
reply from either. Nor have I heard anything more from either of the two students expressing interest.

1 cannot tell you how much I appreciate the photograph of my great friend Ko which came to
me a few days ago; it will be placed in a frame especially chosen and will hang on my office wall
among several other very select and preferred friends who have first and meaningful places in my
life. Please believe me when | say again that your welcome, your friendship, understanding support

and hospitality will always warm the hearts of “my boys ™ and me.
I y Y Y
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I fervently hope that Mrs. Hirasawa’s health is returning in full flower ; please convey to her
my thoughts.
Tt will be very soon now that your good secretary “Maki” departs for our shores and we shall

(e

Wm. S. Regers
WSR/f

hope that she makes room in her plans for a visit with us.

Most sincerely,

—STATEMENT OF ROTARY GROUP STUDY EXPERIENCE—

» Bruce Rowlison

As I view two months experience in Japan, two things stand out in my mind. One is the warm
heartedness of the Japanese people. You have taken us into your homes, shown us your industry,
explained your national treasures, revealed the beauty of your shoreline and splendour of your
mountains.

The second high point in our trip has been the new friendships we have made. We shall always
remember and forever feel indebted to the families with whom we stayed while visiting your country.

Thank you for the opportunitiy to see your country in h way most foreigners never can.

+ Robert A. “Bob’’ Meyer
Dear Governor and Rotarians:

This trip to Japan has been very exciting and educational. We have seen much of your rich
culture. The temples and shrines are an excllent reminder of the backgound of Japan. The large,
modern factories with their advanced technology are good examples of your increased standing in the
world market. The most important part of the trip for me has been the opportunity to stay in Rotarian
homes. Here we have been able to make personal contact with the people of Japan. This trip have
had many rewards for me and there will be more if some of the people I have met may came to my
country and I can return this wonderful experience. Thank you all, you have done.

« Carl F. Buxman

My visit to Rotary District 365 of Japan has been the wonderful experience. I shall long re-
member the many wonderful people that I was able to meet and talk to while here in Japan.

As you know I am a teacher of young high school students. I am sure that when I speak to a
young people about the international problems facing the world, I will be able to open their eyes to
the best solution. That solution is love and understanding between pepole of the world.

You, Rotarians of Japan have been very generous to me. Thank you for a wonderful stay in
Japan and I sincerely hope that we can meet again.

o Jeffery Meeks v
Traveling in Japan has open the new gateway to knowledge about the people, their traditions,
culture, business climate, and social life. It has been interesting to observe many changes taking in

so many phases of life in this country.
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The mobility of the people and the trend towards urbanization is presenting many problems.
The struggle of the younger generation to gain their own identity and the torrence of the old holds
and told problems. In the business world the big cooperations are looking toward mergers and acqui-
sition that will place them in a monopolistic position in the markets. Yet it is worthy of note the in-
crease of the small business. The old traditions that have remained strong for so may years are sway-
ing in the waves of change. What does all this add up to and where is it taking this great country
can only be told by time itself.

Looking at it from another side, one sees the kindness of the pepole and their tremendous power
of reasoning and understanding. There is a desire to be tolerant of each other and to coexist in every-
day life free from showing outwardly their emotions, frustrations, and anxieties. Respect and hum-
bleness is a great asset and if this can be maintained, Japan will always be a nation looked upon by

other countries with envy.

« James West

If any Japanese have ever had any doubt as to his country’s ability to mechanize and industri-
alize after World War 11, he must be living in a very narrow world indeed. If his doubt continue to
cover the subjects of Japan potential tourist market, the beauty of his country in comparison to the rest
of the world, his own culture and heritage, and his homeland’s ability to contribute to the earth’s store
of art and literature, he just has not toured Rotary District 365!

Since our arrival in Japan, we have been throughly and without censor, exposed to this highly

impressive sections of Honshu island. In every single instance we have been favourable impressed.
Japan is truly the dramatic example to all of Asia as to be what can be accomplished with the in-
telligent use available row materials, are friendly and cooperative attitude toward many other nations,
the high stress upon education and thus the effective use of modern technology. Coupled with this,
Japan still maintains an active retentions and study of her roots and heritage. It is truly a stimulating ex-
perience to observe this at first hand. I must say that the District 365 Rotarians have extended us every
courtesy and hospitality. It has exceeded all of our expectations. They have been very organized. The
tours have been well planned, diversified and extremely interesting. Iam sure we have taken care of
as well if not better than any Group Study Exchange Team has since the history of the program was

started.

« Charles ‘““Chuck’ Bloch

The past two months have given me a deep appreciation of the rich culture, history, present-day
industry, and way of life in Japan. My thanks go to the Rotarians who have made this experience
possible.

Exposure to your nation has given me a sense of humility. Japan can identify its culture beyond
2,000 years. In contrast, my nation has been developing a national industry for less than 400 years.

Your people must be very proud to be Japanese, and your land must be very proud of its people.
For my part, [ am very proud to know Japan, and the Japanese people.

For more than 100 years, Japan has learned from the western world. Now, I think that it is time
for the west to learn from Japan.

Thank you for giving me an understanding of your country. I am leaving Japan as a richer

person in knowledge, understanding, and philosophy.
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